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Dear Families and Friends of Erving Elementary School,

Next week, the staff at Erving Elementary School will say farewell to Jean Galbraith, who will 
be retiring from Erving Elementary School on February 11th.  We thank Jean for her 17 years 
of dedication to the students, staff and families of Erving.   All the best to Jean as she enters 
this new chapter in her life.

On Thursday, our students in grades K-6 as well as all of the students in Union 28, had an 
opportunity to attend a virtual author visit with Lesa Cline-Ransome.  She was an amazing 
speaker and shared so many intriguing facts about her life as a writer and her books.  Many 
thanks to the Union 28 librarians for arranging this event for all of our schools.  Follow this 
link to learn more about this amazing author .  

I just want to let all families know that due to Covid 19, and the health and safety of the staff 
and students at EES, the decision has been made to refrain from celebrating Valentine's Day 
in school this year during in-person learning.    Thanks for your understanding.

Sincerely,

Lisa

From The Principal’s Desk: 



Continued on next page...

MEAL PICKUP SCHEDULE
 

will be: 

Tuesday, Feb 9th 
And

Thursday, Feb 11th 

at 11:45 am – 12:15 pm 
unless meals run out.

at Veteran's Field and
at Church Street/Erving Center

Please remember to wear your mask during pickup!  
We will keep you updated with changes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In case of bad weather, we will announce alternate 
pickup dates: please keep an eye on ClassDojo if 
there is bad weather in the forecast!

News from the Erving Public Library

Kids in the 3rd to 6th grades are invited to come to our virtual hangout every Wednesday 
afternoon from 1:30 to 2:30. We play games like Among Us and 2 Truths and a Lie, explore 
and even build escape rooms, and just spend time together. If you’d like to join us, ask your 
parent to email us at library@erving-ma.gov for the Zoom link. See you there!

mailto:library@erving-ma.gov


Author Visit with Lesa-Cline Ransom 
On Thursday, Feb. 4 author Lesa Cline-Ransome met online with all of the 
students in all four of Schools of Union U28. There were two separate 
sessions, one for k-3rd grade students and one for 5-6. Ms. Cline-Ransome 
spoke about her many picture book biographies, how she choses topics and her 
research process. She also talked about her childhood in Malden, MA. and shared 
photos of her childhood and family as well as photos of people and places that 
appear in her books. She read selections from her books Before she Was Harriet 

and Finding Langston.  
 
 
As Jane Urban said in her introduction, 
when a child hears an author speak about 
their work, it can open their minds to new 
and amazing ideas.  
 

We received this email shortly after the presentation, after further reflection 
on one of the many questions she received from students. 
 
“When the question was asked how I felt winning the awards, I wanted to 
say that an even prouder moment was having my book chosen as the 
selection for the MA Summer Reading list for 6th graders and making it onto 
the MA Children's Book Award list.  Nothing quite like being recognized at 
home.”  

 
Students met with Lesa Cline-Ransome online in 
their classrooms as well as remote from home.  
 
This program was supported in part by grants from 
the Erving Cultural Council, a local agency 
supported by the Mass. Cultural Council.  



Kitchen Corner

Erving Elementary is very proud of its kitchen and its staff.  Rather 
than outsourcing to a 3rd party company, EES has a Kitchen Director, 
Donna LaClaire, who’s responsibility includes planning menus, sourcing 
foods, and remaining compliant with state and federal regulations for 
what is considered a healthy meal for children.  So what goes into 
getting those meals planned, prepared, prepped, and delivered to 
hungry families?

While some schools may take the easy route, hiring a company to buy 
pre-made, cold foods to serve to kids: that is not the EES way. Donna and 
Yvonne in the kitchen prepare the menu a month in advance, and 
research new and exciting recipes that kids will like.  And this must be 
done within the constraints of being a smaller school, as there are only 
certain programs or distributors from which cafeterias are allowed to 
source their foods.  Donna stays up to date, and is always looking for the 
best sources of the best foods available.

FUN FACT: Most foods served are prepared right in the EES kitchen!  
And kitchen staff are very picky when testing new recipes: not only do 
they have to be nutritionally compliant, but they have to taste good!  
As Donna says, “If I wouldn’t eat it I would NOT serve it to my kids!” So 
a month before a meal will even leave the building, the food is ordered, 
and the process begins.

Once the food is in the kitchen, it’s time to get cooking!  Donna and 
Yvonne plan out which entrees will be needed Jrst, cooking, seasoning, 
portioning, packaging, and storing;

until the day of meal pick up arrives.  Often, they are working on 
several days’ worth of meals simultaneously: making sure that they 
have all of the required proteins, dairy, grains, vegetables, and 
fruits: as well as making sure that they meet the needs of students 
with dietary restrictions.  The kitchen is often a-buzz with trays, 
cups, bowls, bags, and food in the process of being organized into 
tasty meals.

It can take days to pull together all of the ingredients to go into just 
one meal: between seasoning and cooking, portioning, packaging,  
and organizing.

FUN FACT: The kitchen will send 
out between 80-120 bags 
containing meals to the meal sites.  
Those bags will contain anywhere 
from 4 to 6 meals EACH. So at a 
minimum, they are sending out 
320 meals each delivery day.



Then the potatoes were 
individually wrapped by hand, 
and prepared for their journey 
to a hungry kid.

Potatoes got put onto cooking sheets and cooked in the big EES 
oven.

Once cooked and wrapped, 
potatoes were gently placed 
into their plastic travel bags, 
to await the rest of the yummy 
toppings.

The journey of the baked potato

The journey began a month ago, when Donna thought, “This would be a good meal!”, and she 
bought a lot of potatoes to get ready.

Donna and Yvonne then 
individually packaged the 
cheese and real bacon bits to 
go with the potatoes so they 
would not be lonely!

That’s a LOT of 
toppings!

Lastly, the lunch-bunch added a 
cup of sour cream to each bag, 
and a breadstick.  Now the 
potatoes were complete, and 
ready for hungry kids!

Bon Apetite!



BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND...

Math Coffee Hours
(now virtual)

Bring your own :)

Stay tuned for dates,times, and links!

Your Math Team:
Polly Wagner

Elizabeth DeSorgher
Allison Graichen



CEREAL
MILK

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) for the 2020-2021 School Year

How much will I get?

What can I buy?

Additional Food Funds for Students during COVID-19

Hybrid Learners
$58.60 per month

Get P-EBT Help • www.MAp-EBT.org • DTA Assistance Line: 877-382-2363 - Press “6”

You will get P-EBT if you qualify 
for free or reduced-price meals 
under the National School Lunch 
Program AND are in a hybrid or 
fully remote learning situation.

0000RIEBT01

KEYLINE IS F.P.O.

Misuse of this EBT card is unlawful. To report fr
aud visit w

ww.usda.gov/oig/hotline.htm 

or call 1-800-424-9121. If f
ound return to Iowa Departm

ent of Human Services. For 

inquiries concerning your account please call th
e 24 hour customer service number 

or visit w
ww.connectebt.com. 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

NO SIGNATURE PAD

DO NOT WRITE YOUR PIN ON THIS CARD

Customer Service

1-888-979-9939P-EBT

1234 5601  2345  6789
MA Cardholder

MASSACHUSETTS

P-EBT funds are available to 
households regardless of 
immigration status and are not 
considered in a public charge test.

Check your card: Funds for October & November will be issued at the end of December.
New to P-EBT? Check your active EBT card or check your mail in January.

Fully Remote Learners
$117.20 per month

How & when will I get the funds?

“I got P-EBT in the past 
on my P-EBT card”

“I got P-EBT in the past 
on my EBT card”

“I am new to P-EBT”

Check your P-EBT card for funds on the 25th of each month. If you do not 
have the card, request a new one at DTAConnect.com/PEBT.

Check your EBT card for funds on the 25th of each month. If you do not 
have an EBT card, call DTA at 1-877-382-2363.

• Get SNAP and/or TAFDC? Check your DTA EBT card. 
• If you do not get SNAP and/or TAFDC, look for a P-EBT card in the mail. 
Look for a DTA letter separately in the mail - Keep it to PIN your card!
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Buy food like fruits, dairy, 
breads, meats/poultry/fish. 
Use P-EBT at stores that accept 
SNAP, like grocery or corner 
stores, and online at ALDI, 
Amazon or Walmart.

Need More Food Help?
If you get P-EBT you are likely 
eligible for SNAP, monthly food 
funds. Apply at DTAconnect.com.
You can also get grab and go 
school meals. Find a site at 
meals4kids.org.
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Case Number: 

123456789

Case Number: 

123456789

or or
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